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D E DIC ATI ON. 
— uae Ai 


( I 


En] nunc noſtra ſibi pr&ſcripſit pagina Nomen, 


Haud vero ignotum Momen, quod ſemper acerbum, 


Semper et horrendum, fic Dis voluiſtis, Habebo. 


May it pleaſe your Paternity, 


2 00/7:7as, to publiſh a late Diſcourſe of mine, 
oe 


which was ſo kindly repreſented to, and ſo affect- 


ingly received by you: And at the fame Time, reſolving 


(as a Sort of occaſional Conformity with the Practice of mo- 
dern Writers,) to grace my ſaid Production, with an Epi- 


ſtle-Dedicatory, to ſome extraordinary Perſonage: I did. 


not long heſitate, Quem Deum aut Heroa, &c. &c. your 
Candour inſtantly occurred, and to you it is now addreſ- 
ſed : Take it then into your Protection, and guard it un- 
der the Shadow of your Wings. 


a4 


(Nam 


EIN“ at length determined, et fat pro ratione 
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Mam tali auxilio, nam defenſoribus 72 
Tp/e libellus eget.) 


There may it find an Mhlum, until all Tyranny be overpaſt! 
The ſelecting of you for the Object of my preſent De- 


voirs, proceeds from the Emotions of a Heart, agitated by 
a deep Senſe of the many peculiar Regards you 'have, from 
Time to Time, been pleaſed to ſhew me: I fay, this my 
Choice of you for a Patron, is principally owing to a 
rooted Remembrance of thoſe frequent Condeſcenſions, 
with which, for ſeveral Years paſt, you have ſo particu- 
larly diſtinguiſhed me. 

Theſe have long ſeemed to call upon me, to take ſome 
reciprocal Notice of your Favours; and I now therefore 
preſent to you this voluntary Tribute, for it is not a great 
while, ſince you deign'd to demand my more publick, and 
nolens-volens Acknowledgments; when in Compliance with 
what was then required, I ſubſcribed ſome Declarations, 
charitably and tenderly drawn up by the Pen of à ready 
FT riter ; theſe, were expreſſive of your high Worth, and 
my own Unworthineſs, and by your very humane Offi- 
ciouſnels, 


ce They, from the Hawker's hundred Hands, 
« Went flying all abroad. A 


Though I was then doomed to be a Sort of Promulga- 
tor, of what others had ſo quaintly indited ; yet, behold ! 
lately an Edict has been iſſued “ To cloſe the Door of my 
© my Lips, to make me to keep Silence even from good 
2 « Words 
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ec Words, which was Pain and Grief to me; and whilſt 
ec I was muſing, Lo! the Fire kindled, and I ſpake with 
« my Tongue.” For this, I was brought up before a 
Tribunal, where the Vice-gerent's Subſtitute, who ſo ſagely 
preſided, made repeated Profeſſions of Lenity, Lenity, 
Candour, and Lenity, yet neither finding, or expecting 
any, I was © therefore conſtrained to appeal to our Me- 
« tropolitical Cæſar. 

But I forbear to dwell longer on this Part of the Sub- 
ject; © I will henceforth utter ſound Speech, that cannot L 
« be condemned. I will therefore make mention of 
« your Praiſes, and ſtand forth in your Defence to the | 
« People: I ſhall (at leaſt endeavour it) convince the Gain- 

« ſayers, and ſtop the Mouths of many unruly Vain- 
ce talkers. I will tell it in Gazh, and publiſh it in the 
ce Streets of Aſtelon, to bring Confuſion of Faces to your | 
« Adverſaries (were it poſſible that any ſuch there could 
ce be.) That you were not a Novice, when you deſired a | 
« high Office: That you are blameleſs, and have a good 
«© Report of them which are without: That you are gi- — 
« ven to Hoſpitality, and not greedy of filthy Lucre, Pa- 
c tient, not a Brawler, not Covetous, not prone to Equi- 
ce vocation, not Double-tongued. That you hearken'd 
c not to old Wives Fables, but have ever exerciſed your- 

<« ſelf in that Godlineſs, which is met profitable; always 
cc practiſing Sincerity, and ſingleneſs of Heart, letting 
« your Moderation be known unto all Men; that you are 
« exemplary in Charity, and as a liberal Man, have de- 
cc viſed liberal Things. That the young Men of the Pro- 
<« phets have been dealt kindly. with, that they have been 
ec ſpared, in not having that which they brought, received. 

| - . b c« at 
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at their Hands; and if Peradventure, a Gehazi hath at 
any Time, followed after, and taken ſomewhat of them); 
perhaps the Lord wotted not of ſuch his Servant's Do- 
cc in 

rfl as concerning the Exuvig of certain abu, be- 
ing fetched away from the Widows, and the Fatherlefs : 
Theſe are exacted by a Sort of Cuſtom, and, as I have 
| heard, by Law too, but to this, ſome are apt to retort that 
trite Aphoriſm, Summum jus, ſumma injuria; but ſuch 
know very little of the Matter : theſe are deem'd the Dues 
of ONE, who will always ſtrictly act up to the good old 
Maxim, NQuuod tutum tene. 

Your other diſtinguiſhing Characteriſticks in Life, are 
now before me, and I could indeed amply expatiate on 
your many extraordinary Qualities; but to the preſent Age 
it would be ſaying nothing, to tell what every one is ac- 
quainted with: But were I inclined to indulge myſelf, in 
this ſo pleaſing a Taſk, and for the Information of Poſte- 
rity, launch into a Sort of Biography ; yet from this: 
J am, as it were, again zubibited; I mean by the Antici- 
pation of ſome, who having collected Materials, will, in 
due Time, oblige the World, with what, it leems, at 
preſent, ſo impatiently to long for. 

It is now proper, to be drawing towards a Concluſion, 
for all Things muſt come to a Concluſion ; there will be a 


cloſing of every Scene, and the moſt ademined Actor, muſt 
maks his Exit. 


on” 


FF 


Omnes codem cogimur . 


| He who has been ſeated in a T hrone, 0 be ne 
on a Bier; © and tho n be in his Houſe, yet muſt 
« he 
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« he make his Grave with the Wicked, and with the 


« Rich in his Death.” And hence, ariſes a Reflection, 
That we cannot, muſt not, expect to have even your moſt 
deſirable ſelf continued much longer amongſt us. You 
„have had a large Portion in this Life. You have ex- 
« exceeded the Years of old Barzillai, and, like him, 
« can now ſcarcely diſcern between Good and Evil, or 
« hear any more the Voice of Singing- men, &c.” We 
may therefore, and but too juſtly apprehend, « That the 
« Days of our Mourning are at hand, and that your Re- 
moval draweth nigh, which (we charitably hope). will be 
to a State, „where the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, Ic.” 


—— © Where even the Great find Reſt, 5 
cc « Where blended lie the Oppreſſor, and the Oppreſs' Ger: 


When that Day is arrived, and come it muſt, (for Jo? 
Death accepteth not Commutation-Treaſures) various will 


be the Sentiments, different the Diſcourſes of the opt I 


ſome of them will I utter, 
« He's gone, and not left behind him his F ellow.” 
| Whilſt others will, with, a more clerkly Expreſſion, lay, 


De mortuo nil niſi bonum. Requieſcat in pace! 


Before I take my final Leave, I find, that I am to apo- 
logize for the Scraps of Latin in this Addreſs, as I am 
Juſt now told, that you have no great Reliſh for that Lan- 


guage, 
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guage, but would rather have a moderate Quantity of good 
Chriſtian Engliſh, than ever ſo many Quotations out of 
thoſe Heathen Authors. | 

I fear too, this Epiſtle will ſeem tedious, but you will 
grant it your uſual Indulgence ; eſpecially, as I hope that 
it will be the laſt, that I ſhall ever trouble you with. How- 
ever, whilſt you do, by divine Permiſſion, remain amongſt 
us, (tho' I am not any-one's Chaplain) I will pray for you : 
Yea, I will “ pray for thoſe who deſpitefully uſe me, and 
&« perſecute me; beſeeching the Almighty to take from 
„ them, all hardneſs and blindneſs of Heart, Envy, Ha- 
c tred, and Malice, and all Uncharitableneſs : That he 
would be pleaſed to give them Grace, as their Diſſolu- 
«© tion approaches, to fit, and prepare themſelves for 
thoſe happy Manſions, where Peace, and Love and Bliſs, for 
ever reign. 


* 


C 


A 


I am, with all the Reſpect, 
That You can poſſibly imagine, 
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A PREFACE to almoſt every Thing publiſh'd, is now 6 
4 very faſhionable, that it is, in manner, become neceſſary; 
yet, though this ſeemingly requiſite Exordium, muſt accord- 
ing to its Title, precede a Work, it is however generally the 
Author's lateſt Labour. 3 
Purſuant to what has been advertiſed, I am ſomehow obliged to 
have ſuch a Preamble; atherwiſe I perhaps might, (eſpecially, 
having gone thorough the Ceremony of a Dedication) as well have 
— oth my Readers, and myſelf, this additional Trouble. 

' 1 mult own, that I very often paſs over Introduttions ; (though 
one, indeed, I have lately perajed, which 1s prefixed to a Per- 
formance, not long ſince printed at Mancheſter,) and as I am ſo 
indifferent to theſe Proems of others, I ought not to imagine that 
mine will be much more regarded. Notwithſtanding which, I ſome- 
how cannot help thinking, that there are ſeveral, who (ſmce the 
Cheſter Courant of. June 18,) have, with no little Impatience, been 
Daiting for this, and the Piece which immediately precedes it; 
and will, perhaps, take more Notice of them, than of the main 
and conſequential Part, tho that coſt me ſome Pains to make it, 
even what it is. | 
o ſuch then, I do, more particularly Addreſs myſelf, and to 
them, 1 ſhall, as conciſely as poſſible, declare the Occaſion of the 
following Diſcourſe, and likewiſe of its being committed to the Preſs. 

Having heard many Reports, and much Converſation concerning 
a Sermon, preached on the Thirtieth Day of January laſt, (upon 
Romans xiii. 7.) it came into my Mind to write upon W 
Mk 3 0M ext : 


1 Te P R E F A C E. 


Text: And on the Ttwenty-fourthi of March, being at Sunday-Morn- 
ing Service, in a certain Pariſh Church, and obſerving that the 
Curate's Hireling was to do all the Duty, I made an offer to Preach 


for him, which he readily accepted, and ſent the Clerk from the 
| Reading-Desk to the Pew wherein I ſat, to tell me, that he ſhould 


be very much obliged to me for ſuch Affiſtance : And accordingly, I 
there delivered the following Diſcourſe; how it was immediately 
repreſented, and to WHOM, it is needleſs to mention here. 

But iu a very few Days, I received an Order to inhibit me from 
the Pulpit, which muſt ſurely be deemed a very extraordinary Pro- 


 ceeding againſt an inſtituted Reffor, who," for between Thirty and 


Forty Tears, had been uninterruptedly a Preacher of God's 
The Silencing of a Clergyman, has been uſually meant as a Puniſh= 
ment for ſome Demerits and Offences ; but here, Behold ! a penal 


Sentence is paſſed previous even to a Hearing, Defence, or Con- 
vittion. | 


In Obedience likewiſe to a Citation, I appeared in the Conſiſtory, 
when to my ud ſmall Amazement, I found that the Promoter (i. e. 
Proſecutor) was one of the Chapter, and my very near Ectteſiaſtical 
Neiohbour ;, a Gentleman too, (for ſuch is his Extraction) whom I 
never hab either in Thought, Word, or Deed, 3 en 
Offence to; nor was he at the Church, when this impeatrhed Ora- 
tion was uttered; it is therefore ſurpri ing, that One in his Station, 
fthould be thus odly ſeduced, and over=reached by the Wiles and 
Artifices, or urged by the Inſtigations of Any one, ſo Fed, as to lend u 
reſpectable Name, to be made Tubſerview to the vile Purpoſes of Ran- 
cour and Iuvcteracy, - Many of my Brethren, God knows," (and 
with the utmoſt Concern I mention it) are but too reatly to proſtitule 
the ſacred Function, to run all lengths required of them, by thoſe 


. who they imagine (vain, deluſive ExpeFftation /) will compenſate the 


ſervile Compliances, by which they diſerace and profane a reve- 
rential Character. But that this Perſon ſhould * to ſuch De- 
baſement, as to ſuffer himſelf to be publiſhed the nominal Tool of 


others, muſt be charitably imputed rather to a defect in Judgment, 


than to any ſplenetick or wayward Diſpoſition, 8 
And here, I ſhall, with great Gratitude, mention, that Three 
out of the Four legal Proftors, affetted with my Hardſhips, volun- 
tarily ſtood up for me. —“ They called for Juſtice, they pleaded 
for Truth.“ ; That 


Ae. xi 


That I muſt humble myſelf before the Tribunal, was told me by 
one, . a Sort of a Deputy- Ruler there; and it was horn 

urged, * that I ſhould acknowledge Tranſereſſions, when they laid 
* to my Charge things that I knew not; but the Exhortation was in 
«* Guile, their Hearts were hardened againſt me; they would not 
; | "han unto me,” wherefore I appealed to an higher Furiſ- 

iction. 

A heavy Accuſation has been brought againſt me, as likewiſe a- 
gaint what I was ſuppoſed to have preached : Articles were exhi- 

ited, © containins Words which my Mouth had not Spoken ;” and 
this is the Occaſion of my Sermon's being publiſhed; which, (thu, 
perhaps inaccurate, becauſe unaltered) is 2 to the Publick, 
and of it, and of my Treatment, let the Publick judge | 
Aud now I commend my yas 7 to the Divine Providence, that 
has been pleaſed graciouſly, and ſeaſonably to raiſe me up Aid, and 
Conſolatiun, when my Adverſaries were bitter againſt me, whoſe 
« Anger it is fierce, and whoſe Wrath (tho cauſeleſs) is cruel. 
* But I have now Reaſon to abound in Hope, and to be ſatisfied 
« that Tudement will be duly executed, and that He, who was 
; 3 a een ſpoiled, will be delivered out of the Hands of the 
g reſſor.“ | | 

Fg only remains, that I ſhould make my moſt grateful Ac- 
knowledgments to the Worthy, the Benevolent, and Humane, who, 
inſpired by a truly Chriſtian Spirit, generouſly intend their Support 
and Aſſiſtance, to a Gentleman and Clerg yman, labouring under a 
grievous Oppreſſion, and ſtruggling with the tyrannous Hate of 
inveterate Perſecution, | 


July 23, 1751. 
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RoMANs Xxill. 7. 


Render therefore to All their Dues : Tribute, to whom Tri- 


bute is due: Cuſtom, to whom Cuſtom : Fear, to whom 
Fear: Honour, to whom Honour. 


T. Paul wrote this Epiſtle from Greece to the Romans, in 
the Beginning of Nero's Reign, when he was a good Prince, 
for he continued ſo whilſt Burrhus lived, who had advanced 
him to the Throne, and who had ſo great an Influence over 
him, as to curb his Evil Inclinations ; but when Burrhaus died, 
A. D. 62. i. e. Two Years after St. Paul's Arrival at Rome, then 
Nero began to perſecute the Chriſtians, and was metamorphos'd 
into a Monſter, when he preferr'd the Slaves to his Lewdneſs, to 
the chief Poſts in the State, and was corrupted by ſeditious and re- 
publican Flamens, who ſubverted all Government. 


£ 
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And to reſtore Government, upon which the ſocial Happineſs of 
Mankind chiefly depended, St. Paul makes it the Ordinance of God, | 
and commands all proper and due Submiſſion to be paid to all lawful 
Magiſtrates, for the Uſefulneſs and Excellency of their Office; and 
for their Aid and Support, to give them Tribute alſo, with ſuch 
Reverence and Honour, as is requiſite to preſerve their Authority -- 
in the ſubordinate Government of the World. For this Reaſon, 1 
the Patrons of Popular Power, that would turn Faith into Faction, 
and Religion into Rebellion, have endeavoured with all their Skill 
and Malice, to explain St. Pau!'s Meaning quite away, and torture 
and wreſt this more eſpecially, with many ather Parts of Scripture, 
to their own Senſe and others Deſtruction, and to arreſt it in fayour 
of the Republican Scheme. | | 85 

The Sum of which Scheme is this, © They will allow God 
© made the World, but yet they will not allow God to govern 
« his own World ; They ſay that he ordain'd Government in it, 
but left it to the People to chuſe their own Governors, which 
«© Neceflity would oblige them to do; and fo they enter'd into a 

| 2M “Contract 


* 323 
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[ 4 ] 
Contract to be ſubject to Laws, being originally created in a 
« State of Nature, and equally free; and that they reſerv'd to 
© themſelves the Power to judge, depoſe, and change their Go- 
« vernors, whenever they violated the Original Contrat?,” This 
is the Subſtance of the Republican Scheme, which I ſhall prove 
hereafter to be a meer Chimera, and directly repugnant to St. Paul's 
Scheme of Government, who makes God the Fountain of all Power, 
and the Powers that be, to be ordained of God, i. e. that he de- 
ſigned ſome to be in Power and above others, and not all to be in 
an equal Condition, And this is evident, becauſe God did not create 
us all equal, and we were not all born alike, with equal Abilitics of 
Mind or Body, nor with equal Tempers and Diſpoſi tions; ſo that if 
we had all equal Abilities, we have not all equal Tempers to rule: 
Wherefore by this unequal Condition of our Natures, it is indiſ- 
putable, that God did not deſign us to be by Nature equal, but 
that he deſign'd ſome for Government, and ſome for Subjection. 
And becauſe this Republican Notion is reviv'd among us, after it 
lay dormant for ſome Time, and becauſe my Text has been per- 
verted, and contrary to St. Paul's Meaning, made to ſerve the Pur- 
poſes of Self- Views, Faction and Sedition, ſo in diſcourſing upon it, 


1 ſhall Firſt, ſhew the true Origin of Government. 


Secondly, T ſhall ftate the true Meaning of the Text, and ſhew 
how much it was miſapplied, with the Sin and Danger of miſap- 
plying and miſinterpreting Scripture. 


Firſt, Tam to ſhew the true Origin of Government; even as early as 
St. Paul's Time, People began to have a very lax and wrong Notion 
of Government. For the Jews, as they were the Peculium of God, 
imagined that they were not obliged to obey the Heathen Magiſ- 
trates and Idolators, ſuch as the Romans were to whom they were 
in Subjection. And ſome Chriſtians who had been Jews, and could 
not get rid of their former Notions, and becauſe Chriſt ſet them free 
from the Bondage of the Jewiſh Law, abus'd their Chriſtian Li- 
berty, and thence pleaded for an Exemption from all Government, 
and would have none for their King, but Chriſt. And thus they 
turn'd their Chriſtian Liberty into Licentiouſneſs, and uſed it for a 
Cloak of Maliciouſneſs. | * 

0 


E 

Io rectify the Miſtakes of the Former, St. Paul tells them in 
the firſt Verſe of this Chapter, Let every Soul be ſubject to the 
higher Powers, which were then in the Hands of Caligula, Clau- 
dius, or Nero (as I fix'd it above, according to Biſhop Pearſon, 
Hammond and Whitby) St. Paul wrote this Epiſtle to the Romans, 
for there is no Power but of God; the Powers that are ſupreme, 
are ordain'd of God, i. e. Let every Perſon, whether Jew or Chri- 
ſtian, know that nothing exempts him from Submiſſion to the ſa- 
preme Magiſtrate, becauſe of his Divine Commiſſion. 

And to rectiſy the Miſtakes of the Latter : St. Paul undertakes 
in his firſt Epiſtle Ch. ii. from Ver. 12, and ſo on, ſaying, Submit 
to every Ordinance of Man, whether it be to the King as ſupreme, 
or unto Governors, as unto them that are ſent by him, for the Puniſh- 
ment of Evil Doers, and to the Praiſe of them that do well; and 
all this he ſays, is to be done for the Lord's Sake. W hence it is 
evident, that although he calls Government the Ordinance of Man, 
as it was exerciſed by, and contriv'd for the Benefit of, and limited 
and directed by the Laws of Man; yet, this Right which Goyern- 
ment conveys, he underſtood to be God's, becauſe he exhorts them 
to Submiſſion for the Lord's Sake. And the different Forms of Go- 
vernment, are but ſo many different Methods of adjuſting the Mea- 
ſures. and transferring the Adminiftrations of it to particular Uſes 
and Perſons. | 

Search all the Scriptures from one End to the other, and examine 
all the Annals of the World, and you will find that all Power 
and Authority whatſoever, was originally zz and from God, and 
communicated by him to ſuch Ferſons and Inſtruments, and in ſuch 
Proportion as he ſees requilite, for the Order and good Goyernment 
of this his own World. 

And yet there is nothing wherein the World in general has been 
leſs knowing, and more incredulous, than in this Point : Few or 
none have ever denied the Being of a God, yet many have doubted 
of his Providence, both general and particular; and yet Revelation 
aſſerts both, when it ſays, that God's Mercy is over all h.. Works, 
both in animate and inanimate Creation; and Inſtances in the Lillies 
who do neither toil nor ſpin, and yet their Beauty exceeds the 
Splendour of the moſt glorious Monarch that ever was upon Earth. 
Some have attributed the Government of the World to Fate: 
Some, who could not ncile God's Happineſs with his Provi- 
dence, to blind Chance : Others, haye thought it ſo much beneath 
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their Care, as being in their Opinion, the very Dregs of the Crea- 
tion, when compar'd with the vaſt Planetary Syſtems of Saturn and 
Jupiter, &c. which have ſuch vaſt Apparatus's made for them of 
three or four Moons, when this has but one; and when it appears, 
ſo little and worthleſs in the Sight of God himſelf, as to permit the 
moſt worthleſs and deſpicable Perſons in it often to have the greater 
Share of its Riches, Power, and Honour ; and hence they have 
been tempted to attribute its Government to Angels and Dzmons : 
And others, in later Times, being lovers of ſuch Independency, as 
to live without God in the World, and to be govern'd more by their 
own Wills than the Will of God, have thrown its Government into 
the Hands of the ſovereign Lords the People, who were never de- 
ſign'd to be Lords, but Subjects, and never defign'd for Government, 
but Subjettion. | 

The People having no Right to any Thing but to Obedience 
in all lawful Things, to their lawful Governors. This is their ſole 
Prerogative, and indiſputable Duty ; becauſe a State of Subordi- 
nation and Submiſſion, is abſolutely neceſſary for the Exiſtence of 


Government; wherefore, the People were never deſign'd to be Ge- 


dernors, but to be governed, by ſome one or more whom God ſhould 
appoint, ordain, or permit to be at the Helm, being eminent either 
for their Prudence, Wiſdom, or Valour; or elſe ſometimes for their 
very Vices, Cruelty, and Barbarity, for the Chaſtiſement of a ſin- 
ſul People or Nation, to execute the Purpoſes of his Punitive 
Juſtice. And herein God has often fo ſignally diſplay'd his Provi- 
dence, that they might ſee him in their Puniſhment, ard know 
that there is a God that judgeth in the Earth, and ruleth over the 


Children of Men, Pſal. lix. 13. For this End, and other Purpoſes 


of the Divine Providence, the Scriptures often tell us,“ By Him 
« Kings reign, and Princes decree Juſtice and Judgment.” | 
And St. Paul in this eminent Chapter, calculated to determine 
the Original and Rights of Civil Governments, ſays, © That they 
« are his Vice-gerents to reward fingular Virtue, and to ſuppreſs in- 
« folent®". ice, to be the Miniſters of God for Good; and that the 
© Sword is committed to their Charge, not to bear it in vain, but 
“ to be Revengers to execute Wrath upon him that doth Evil. v. 4.” 
Io violate therefore the Right of Divine Dominion, is a Crime 
of High Treaſon againſt Heaven; and'to endeav r. to overthrow 
this Superiority of Ranks, and to reduce n Man,imaginary Equa- 
lity, is to blaſpheme againſt Providence, and to Attack a ee” | 
$1911 0 


„ 


of the ſovereign Lord of the Univerſe, who is the ſure and immu- 
table Foundation of all lawful Authority. Nothing conſequently, 
can be more falſe than this Idea of the Lovers of Independenoy, 
That all Authority reſides originally in the People; and that it 
* comes from the Ceſſion which every Perſon makes to one or more 
** Magiſtrates, of his inherent Right of Governing himſelf.” Since it 
is apparent by what I have ſaid, and is as plain as the Goſpel can 
make it, that Civil Government never was a free Contract; but 
that God had ſubjected us thereto, by the Order of our Generation, 
antecedent to every free Conſent. | 

No particular Form of Government indeed is mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, excluſive of all others; but as three Sorts only have prevail'd 
in the World, z. e. Ariſtocracy, Democracy, and Monarchy ; ſo the 
general Uſage of the World determines in favour of Monarchy, as 
being the beſt. For the World in all Ages, and to this very Day, 
has been generally govern'd by Monarchy. 

There have been Exceptions to it; as formerly in Greece, and 
now in Italy, where there are ſome Republicks. Bat that very 
Form of Government in Athens and Sparta, where they flouriſhed 
moſt, did by their continual Emulation and Conteſts with each 
other, bring them to Deſolation. Firſt, under the oppreſſive Power 
of the Per/zans, and next under the SubjeCtion of FHilip and Alex- 
ander, who by being a Monarch, conquer'd the whole World, and 
conquer'd with that Rapidity that he wept, becauſe he had not 
more Worlds to conquer: And now, they labour under the Ty- 
ranny of the Turks. The Republick of Venice has continued fo 
the longeſt of any, but even it, is under a nominal Monarch. And 
the Oppreſſions and Slavery that the ZHo/landers labour under, is 
no Credit to a Republick, nor ſo deſirable a State, as to wiſh to 

change Monarchy for it. | 3 
Nov, if we reſt a little, and conſider the Origin of Republicks, 
we ſhall find them of ſuch baſe Extract, that we ſhall not, whilſt we 
regard Peace and Safety, more than Self- Views and Ambition, enter 
into that Scheme. | | TEN) 

In all the States where they prevail'd, we ſhall find they were 
owing to the reſtleſs Ambition of ſome few, who could get nothing 
in the Calm of a ſettled Gavernment ;, whereſore it was their In- 
tereſt to try if they could get any Thing by Fiſhing in troubled 
Waters, knowing, that in a State of Thunder and Lightning, the 
Sediment always gets uppermoſt. 
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Hence it was eſſay'd in Egypt, Perſia, China, and Turky, and 
in ſeveral other Nations in the Eaſt, yet it could never be effected 
among People of any Learning and Note, but in Greece. And there 
they prevail'd to its utter Ruin, as J juſt obſery'd, being now under 
the Dominion of the Turk, in the moſt abject Slavery. If you 
would inform yourſelf of the Inconveniences of a Republick, 
confult a Dutchman, and he will tell you by Experience. And 
upon a comparative View of it with a State of Nature, you ſhall 
find, that it differs only in a Name, as it is thus juſtly deſcrib'd by 
Ovid and Tacitus : © In a State of Nature (ſay they) Men were at 
« perpetual. Variance, ccntinually fighting and quarrelling with 
each other, therein was no Property, none could reckon any 
Thing his 6wn for a Moment, the Strongeſt was always prey ing 
on the Weakeſt, and in it there was nothing but perpetual Fear 
and Violence. We of this Nation try'd the Experiment in the 
laſt Century, to the entire Subverſion both of Church and State; 
where there was nothing but perpetual Feuds and Conteſts between 
variety of Sects, till at laſt wearied with their own Diſſentions, 
they reſettled and took Refuge in Monarchy, at the happy Reſto- 
ration. | | | 

To prevent therefore our running into the Miſeries of a Repub- 
lick, or our becoming a Province; and to obviate the pernicious 
Tendency of ſome modern Preachings, that lead to the fame Ends of 
Anarchy and Confuſion, I ſhall 


Secondly, State the true Meaning of the Text, and ſhew how 
much it has been miſapplied, with the Sin and Danger of miſapply- 
ing and miſinterpreting Scripture. e 


After St. Paul had ſhewn in the Context, the Origin and Uſe- 
fulneſs of Government; he in the Text tells the NRomaus, the Me- 
thods that ſhould be taken to ſupport it, i. e. That it ſhould be at 
the publick Charge, by Taxes and Tributes. Rulers, as they were 
the Miniſters of God for Good, and the publick Welfare was to be 
their conſtant Care; and they were continually to attend on this 
very Thing, as we read in the Verſe immediately preceding the 
Text; ſo the People are enjoin'd, not only out of Fear, but to make 
it a Point of Conftience, not only to pay them all dutiful Submiſ- 
fion and Allegiance, but alſo to maintain their Dignity and Autho- 
rity, d to pay them all neceſſary Tribute, Cuſtom, Fear and Ho- 

nour. 


191 

nour. This is the whole Import of St. Paul's Command to render 
to all higher Powers their Dues. And had this apoſtolical Precept 
been duly obſerv'd, it would have prevented a deal of falſe Cla- 
mours, againſt the Miſcarriages of former Princes, and a great deal 
of Encroachments on the Rights, Liberties and Properties, both of 
Prince and People; and much leſs Diſturbance had been given to 
the Minds of peaceable and dutiful Subjects, from numerous ſedi- 
tious Diſcourſes, deliver d from the Preſs and the Pulpit. 

But how, any one could extract out of this Text, (which com- 


mands us conſcientiouſly and religiouſly, to pay all poſſible Duty 
and Submiſlicn to all our lawful Governors) a Power in the People 


4, 


to murder and behead their /awful King, who had no Rival, no 


Competitor, who was the beſt of Men, the beſt of Fathers, the 
beſt of Husbands, and the beſt of Princes, that ever ſat upon the 
Engliſh Throne ; who was fo much the Admiration:of all Europe, 


that every State in Chriſtendom would have choſen him for its 


King, whoſe Blood theſe deteſiable Rebels fo inhumanly and bru- 
tally Spilt, againſt all Law, and without any Crime : and whom 
their barbarous Indignities, and cruel Oppreſſions, could not (as 
the learned Rollin, and a Frenchman, in his Funeral Oration on Ma- 
ria Thereſa, Queen of Hungary, truly deicrib'd him) compel to 
an unjuſt Thing! By what tort of Chymiſtry he could extract a 
Juſtification out of a Text for ſuch an unparallell'd Wickedneſs, as 
was never ſeen under the Sun, from the Beginning of the World to 


that Day ; and for ſuch a 11 Villainy, which has brought 


ſuch an indelible Guilt and Infamy on the Nation, that will never 
be wip'd off (as Salmaſius truly obſerved,) as long as the Name of 
an Engliſhman remains, is eaſily accounted for, but cannot be ſuffi- 
ciently deteſted! And this horrid Parricide (ſays he, in the Defence 
of the King) is not only peculiar to that unhappy Nation, but it 
was ſo general and extenſive an Evil, that the Murder of the King, 
was not the Murder of a ſingle Perſon, but of the whole Nation, 
(for as the King was a mixta Perſona) and comprehended in him- 
ſelf all his Subjects; ſo (ſays he) the Murder of the King was the 
Murder of the whole Nation. And could any Crime be more Na- 
tional than this? It was the pious Senſe of the moſt learned Biſhops, 
Lords and Commons, that it was ſo, and therefore they compos'd: 
and eriatted a Set Form of Prayers, and appropriated a Day, (and 
may its Anniverſary be for ever retained in the Calendar): to depre- 
cate the Vengeance of Heayen againſt it, as a National Guilt ! 


How 


L 10 
How then could any one after he had been thus praying, go up 
to the Pulpit, and tell his Audience, that it was no National Sin, 
j but only perpetrated by a Faction, when that Faction was the go- 
verning Part, and brought the Guilt of this horrid Parricide on the 
Nation? But granting, that it was but the Act of a Faction, or of 
a Few, who had got the governing Power in themſelves; yet as the 
Governors of a Nation are but a few at all Times, in compariſon of 
the Governed, have they not too often brought a National Guilt 
on the People? And have not the People been often puniſhed for 
the Iniquities of their Rulers? This Fact is too evident to be diſ- 
puted. But they that dare thus to mock God, and delude the 
People with ſuch Diſcourſes, ſo oppoſite to the Prayers and publick 
Offices of the eſtabliſhed Church and Government, and to the ac- 
knowledged Senſe and Devotions of the Kingdom, now for an 
hundred Years: What ſhall they not dare to do? And fince they 
are ſuch declar'd Enemies to the Eſtabliſhment, the only Means 
that the Eſtabliſhment has to preſerve itſelf, is to deprive them of 
Power, ſo that they may not have Power equal to their Will, to 
deſtroy it. And were we to render them their juſt Dues, we ſhould 
exterminate them to their Kindred Hottentots, who are by Hiſto- 
rians repreſented as the moſt ſavage and brutal People under the 
Heavens. Oh! unhappy Prince! who an hundred Y ears after he is 
dead, is purſued with ſuch bitter Invectives, and falſe Calumnies, 
that he ſuffers a kind of Poſthumous Murder. Had he been but a 
common Man, common Humanity, and common Chriſtianity, would 
have protected him from ſuch inveterate Malice, as to have his 
Memory traduced ſo long after his Deceaſe. So many Years might 
have deleted the Malice, though none could the Infamy of the 
Deed. What can ſuch an Inſult on the ſacred Majeſty of Princes 
mean? It cannot mean to open the Veins of the Nation afreſh, and 
to make it a Field of Blood, as their Predeceſſors did about this 
Time in the laſt Century. They cannot bear ſuch Malice to the 
Nobility, Clergy, and Gentry of this Nation, as to have their 
Eftates confiſcated, their Houſes plundered, and their very Chil- 
drens Brains daſh'd out before their Faces againſt the Stones. 
W hatſoeyer their Intentions may be, this I am ſure of, that 
there cannot be a more damnable Sin, than to make the Scriptures 
juſtify Regicides, and ſanctify Rebellion. There is no Sin mortal 
and unpardonable but one, and that is the Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt. Chriſtian Clergymen that handle the Word of God deceit- 
| 7 fully, 
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fully, are in a more egregicus Manner guilty of that Sin than the 
obdurate Jews were. For they, by miſinterpreting the Goſpel, of 
which the Holy Ghoſt is the Author, do with Ananias in a more 
eminent Manner lye unto him, who is the God of Truth, Peace 
and Order, in making his Word to patronize Faction, Perjury, and 
Hy pocriſies, which were the Crimes, by which the Death of the 
good and pious, and moſt excellent King was compaſs'd, and which 
the Holy Ghoſt forbids on Pain of Damnation, Rom. xiii. 2. I am 
ſure it is not rendering the Regnant Prince his Due, to infuſe into 
the People the Principles of Rebellion, and to ſow the Seed of 
Diſcord and Confuſion among them; and to affront him in the Perſon 
of his Predeceſſor: I am ſure it is no Inſtance of their Loyalty, not- 
withitanding their loud Pretentions to it, to tell him that the Feople 
have Power to take away his Life, which they can have no Power 
to do, except he himſelf gives it them, in whom alone is lodg'd 
the Power of Life and Death. | | 

Preachers of this Latitude, are the greateſt Evil that can happen 
to any People or Nation. For they, like the Camera Obſcura, 
invert every Thing, call Evil Good, and Good Evil, to them the 
Broad-Way is the ſame with Narrow, and Gain is Godlineſs, 


1 Tim. vi. Sherry Atrvo 17) a h. 2. The 


Merchandize the Word for Advantage, and they ſell their Souls 
for Gold, and weigh their Religion by the Ounces : W hence it hap- 
pens, by their ſinful Compliances, that the Times (which love to 
have it ſo) are become like the Lake of Sodom, where Iron ſwims, 
and a Feather finks, i. e. when Folly is ſet in great Dignity, and 
the Rich fit in low Places, as it was in Solomous Days, as we 
read, Eceleſ. x. 6. | | | 
A Phyſician that makes it his Profeſſion to cure bodily Difeaſes 
by his Knowledge in the Power of Minerals, Vegetables, and 
other Alteratives, to prevent the Fomes mort! to get the Aſcendant 
over the Vis vitæ, wherein the Nature of all Diſeaſes conliſt; and 
that ſhall miſapply the Medicines ſuitable to that End, is certainly 
_ guilty (if he does it wilfully or ignorantly) of the Death of his 
Patient. So if a fpiritual Phyfician adulterates the Scriptures, | 
which are the only Remedy for ſpiritual Maladies, he kills the 
Soul, and as the Soul is much more precious than the Body, ſo 
he is guilty of a greater Sin * the bodily Phyſician. Whoſo- 
7 ever 
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ever alſo diminiſhes ar clips the Current Coin of. the King, is goſtly 
adjudg'd by the Law, to be worthy of Death, as guilty of High- 
Treaſon againſt the King, whoſe Image and Supericription it bears, 
So he that adulterates the Scriptures, Which are the current Coin 
of Heaven, whoſe Image and Supericription they PA may be juſtly 
eſteem'd guilty of High-Treaſon againſt the King of Kings. 

Such is the Sin, and ſuch is the Danger of miſinterpreting the 
Scriptures t And this is no more than what the Scriptures tell us, 
we muſt expect. For our Saviour has foretold, that there will be 
falſe Teachers in the Church, that will betray their Lord's Reli- 
gion, as Judas did his Perſon, for Money: That would deſert 
her Doctrines, to poſſeſs her Reyenues ; and that would act more on 
Pocket Policy, than on Chriſtian Principles, by comparing his 
Church to a Net that gathers Fiſhes of all Kinds ; and to a Field 
that hath Tares growing up with the Wheat. He has declar'd the 
Conſtitution of his Church, to be ſuch in her Militant State, that 
ſhe muſt have Hereticks and Schiſmaticks in her, to make a Diſ- 
crimination between ſlucere and falſe Chriſtians, But yet this ought 
not to ſhock the Faith of any one, or make him more wavering in 
his Religion, but rather confirm him the more in it, beeauſe the 
Prediction is verified by the Event, and it may be of Seryice to him, 


if it puts him upon his Guard againſt Seducers. 


It was a juſt Obſervation of the Satyriſt, that whereyer God 
erected a Church, that the Devil never failed to have a Chapel 
near. I believe it will be allow'd me that it is no unreaſonable 
Conjecture to imagine, that if thoſe that come to Church with 
Presby terian Hearts, and Fanatical Spirits, went to the Conyenti- 
cle, and did not pretend to be Members of a found and apoſtolieal 
Church, that they would thereby be guilty of leſs Hypocriſy, 
than by continuing in her, to rend and tear her to Pieces, and to 
prey upon her Vitals, and thrive by her Decay; upon which they 
have brought too much Cenſure, by their Time- ſerving Duplicity,; 
by their being but half Chriſtians, and half Churchmen, and ad- 
vancing againſt her with the ſame Artillery, as they did in 1641, 


#4. . with the inodiating Character of Popery, which they would fix | 


upon her, as if ſhe and her Clexgy were-Popilhly. affected, in order 
thereby to undermine her Conſtitution, and to expoſe them to the 


_ Hatred of the Populace, who are always governed more by ends, 
than Facts. | I + care” 1 | inn 27 af 


Hence 
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Hence the Word Popery, has of late been made more a Term of 
Faction and Sedition, than of a Diſtinction of Religion, as it ought 
only to be. And by woeful Experience, we have found that they 
are moſt loud againſt any Religion, who themſelves have none at all. 

And theſe Anti-Papiſts, would reptetent all others as Papiſts, 
and arrogate to themſelves the Name of Proteſtants, as if they 
weic the only true Proteſtants. | 

In the modern Acceptation of the Word indeed, they may not 
be much miſtaken, ; 

For by Proteſtant now-a- Days is to be underſtood, not one that 
is againſt the Romiſh Religion, but one that proteſts againſt a// Re- 
ligion : And taking the Word in this Latitude, an Atheiſt, Deiſt, 
Jew, Turk, or Socinian, may be Proteſtant, as well as They. 

And thus, under the diſtinguiſning Name of a Proteſtant, they 
would ſuperſede even that of a Chriſtian. 

Having now ſhewn how much the Text has been miſapplied, 
directly contrary to the Scripture-Polity, and the Scheme of Go- 
vernment eſtabliſhed by God in the World, I beg Leave to con- 
clude this Diſcourſe, with the ſame Exhortation to you, as St. Paul 
does his Epiſtle to the Romans, Chap. xvi. v. 17. Now I beſeech 
you, Brethren, mark thoſe which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, con- 
trary to the Doftrine which ye have learned, and avoid them. 

The Doctrine which ye have learnt in the Text is, to render to 
all lawful Magiſtrates the Dues of Tribute, Cuſtom, Fear, and 
Honour, which juſtifies all Oaths of Allegiance ; and therefore 
none deſerve more to be avoided than thoſe that would ſet the Peo- 
ple free from their Civil Obligations, that would diſſolve Govern- 
ment, upon which the ſocial Happineſs of Mankind entirely de- 
pendeth ; and that will give neither GO pp, nor Ca ſar, his Due. 


Now, to God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, Might, 
Majeſty, and Adoration both now and for eyermore. 
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Page 6, line 39, inſtead of to reduce an to Man imaginary Equality, read, to reduce Man 
to an imaginary Equality, | 
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